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My Friend
(A SHORT STORY)

At aSunday dinner, whenweall sat to
relish chicken cooked with Koldil (Banana
flower) my father said, “ Deben Das called me
today and told me that Simanta Barua's son
got married. What was his name?’

“Akash?’ | said.
“No, hisyounger sonwhowaswithyouinthe
same classin the GU. Model School.”

| was too interested to enjoy the
chicken cooked by my sister and disinterested
in anything about Abhi who was my school
friend in my primary school situated insidethe
lush green Gauhati University Campus. | am
in contact with Abhi’s elder brother Akash
Baruawho isarenowned writer and afaculty
at Queen’s College, City University of New
York but never have | once asked Akash da
about Abhi or what heisdoinginlife.

Abhi and | grew up in the same place,
called Jalukbari nestled in the lap of nature
next to the hills where chirruping of birds
welcome you every morning and the howling
of foxes announces the end of the day, where
swansglided inthe pondinfront of your house
and the Johamol s(Indian Civet) leavesasweset
fragrance of joharice. We used to stay in one
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of those University quarters in the road that
leads to Government Ayurvedic College and
Assam Engineering College and they used to
live in a rented house in a place called
Pragjyotish nagar attached to the campus.

Our father used to drop us at school
while going to his Department and Abhi’s
father did the same while going to his
workplace. Abhi was plump and had red white
cheeks and hence, soon got the nickname
‘Appa’ (Apple). Abhi was never bright in
studies but was full of robust energy that he
tried giving a vent to by fighting with our
fellow classmates but never with me. His
favourite period in the whole day at school
was the lunch break when he could go out
under the open sky and play sports, mainly
football and fighting. Abhi hated to study and
bookswere probably hisgreatest enemies. He
would only be happy again was when the
school got over.

While our Aunt used to come and pick
me up and my sister from school which was
perhaps at a 2 km distance from our quarter,
Abhi used to return with us along with our
three other friends- Rajashri, Tapashi and
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Chayanika. By the time we returned from
school through a canopy of gulmohar and
laburnum trees, Abhi’s clothes were aready
soiled, his shirt button torn, shirt untucked.
Abhi reminds you in certain ways of
Huckleberry Finnin Mark Twain’snovel. He
would pick up pebbles, twigs of trees from
theroad, throw them, and tease the stray dogs.
During the season of lychee, our mandatory
stopping point was the Vice Chancellor’s
quarter to collect lychee from the tree near
the gate by throwing stones at the tree.
Obvioudly, Abhi collected morelycheesthan
us as he used to keep the stones ready in his
pocket. Sometimes the guards sitting in a
bench under the tree would shout and shoo
us away and on other days they would
themselvesoffer usthejuicy lychees. Inthose
days, therewasno such terror of the monkeys
in the campus as people had not yet cut the
hills and built houses in the habitats of the
animals.

In the evening, Abhi would again
come to our gquarter to play cricket with me
and take alonger circuitousrouteto go home.
They werethose dayswhen Campuskids till
used to play outside in the evenings.

One Saturday evening, hecameto our
guarter not to play cricket but to watch the
Hindi blockbuster movie Sholay. During those
days, when we hardly got to watch Hindi
blockbuster moviesin Doordarshan, theonly
channel available in our T.V. sets, it was an
eagerly anticipated day. For thelast few days,
he had been constantly telling mein the school
itself that hewould cometo watch the movie.

By Saturday, he had memorized by-heart
amost al thefamousdialogues of the movie,
“Yeh haath mujhe de dey, Thakur. Yeh haath
mujhe de dey.” (‘Give me these hands,
Thakur.”) At the end of themovie, Abhi cried
and hold my hands. Then, together we sang
thefamous song of themovie, “ Yeh dosti hum
nahi todenge/ Todenge dam magar tera saath
na chhodenge.” (*We will never break our
friendship/ Till my last breath | will not leave
your side.”) It was already past 8 pm and
Abhi’ sfather, Baruauncle came searching for
him. Next day, hetold mein the classthat he
received a thrashing from his father. For the
next few days, he would hum that song “Yeh
dosti hum nehi todenge” whilereturning from
school.

Wewerein class|V when his parents
decided to shift to Chandmari, the busy heart
of the city where concrete buildingsmakeyou
difficult to breathe and the constant honking
of traffic numbs your senses. And Abhi was
transferred to Don Bosco School. The day
before they left, Abhi came to play with me.
We sat on a culvert outside our quarter and
talked.

Hesad. “I want to becomeadonin Bombay.”

“I want to becomeafilmmaker,” | said
as we dreamt under a crimson blue sky
watching the sun set behind the hills.

That was probably our last proper
meeting and asin those days, wedid not even
own alandline phone, we could not exchange
phone numbers.

During my higher secondary daysin
Cotton College, oneday, my father mentioned
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that hemet BaruaUncleintheAll IndiaRadio
Centre at Chandmari but they could not talk
properly asBaruaunclewasin ahurry to pick
up his son from Don Bosco School. | was a
little shocked to learn that Abhi was still in
school whilel wasdoing my H.S.; | surmised
that he probably failed in his school’s annual
exams and did not think much about it nor
about Abhi as | had new friends and other
chalenges in life to worry about. After my
H.S., | went to Delhi to study for my under-
graduate and post-graduate courses. Once
during my summer vacation, when | was at
home, my father met Barua uncle and when
enquired about Abhi, he told my father that
Abhi met an accident some years ago and
thereforelost someyearsof hisacademiclife.
However, | soon learnt from an old neighbour
that Abhi tried to commit suicide by jJumping
off from the Chandmari flyover. He wasinto
substance abuse for a considerable period of
timethen.

As it happens, in the rat race that we
are al running we leave behind those who
cannot run the race, | too forgot about Abhi.
Later when | came into contact with Abhi’s
elder brother Akash da, | hesitated to ask him
about Abhi thinking he might not be
comfortable to answer me just like my aunt
feelsuncomfortableto talk about her sonina
society where a person’s worth is measured
interms of success heachievesinlife.

That Sunday when my father
mentioned about Abhi, | displayed an
indifferent attitude. It wasonly after my sister
who sternly said, “Don’t you remember your
friend in school, Abhi?’ that | realized how
arrogantly | had behaved.

After that | tried to collect hisaddress

from a person and decided to pay a visit to
their Panjabari residence. So, on the next
Sunday, | booked acab and went to hisplace.
It was after more than twenty yearsthat | was
going to meet Abhi. The sky was light blue
with wandering clouds. When | rang the bell,
ayoung girl opened the door. | guessed she
might be Abhi’swife.
| said, “IsAbhi at home?’ | heard that Abhi
ran asmall stationery shop near hishome. She
went inside and Uncle came out after a few
seconds. | said, “Uncle, how are you and
whereisAbhi?’
Uncle sighed and said, “ Abhi expired afew
days ago,” | became dumb. I didn’t know
what to say. | somehow managed to ask,
“How?’ “Hefell down in the bathroom. He
had a cardiac arrest.”

| could not stay there any longer. A
sudden painfilled my chest asif it wasgoing
to burst. I could not fathom how athirty-two
year old boy can leave so early. As | was
returning home, childhood memoriesof Abhi
kept flashinginmy mindintheir never ending
train of thoughts. The sky had turned crimson
as the sun was going to set. As | looked
outside my car window, | noticed Abhi’sred
white face smiling at me from behind the
cloudsin the sky.
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HISTORY OF MANUSCRIPTS

Theinvention of the printing press by
Johannes Guttenbergin C. 1440 CE signaled
the beginning of the end of the handmade
books generally and illuminated manuscripts
specificaly.

Most medieval manuscripts, illuminate or not
were written on Calf, sheep or goat skin, but
most manuscripts important enough to
illuminate were written on the based quality
of parchment called vellum. “llluminate
manuscripts where so called because of their
frequent incorporation of gold or sometimes
Silverl eaf onto the page. New books appeared
most often when a new monastery was
founded and does illuminated manuscript
disappeared.

7 amazing facts about illuminated
manuscripts:-

They are As Old, If Not Older, than
“MonalLisa’:- To put their extreme age into
context, many illuminated Manuscripts date
back to the 13th and 14th centuries. They
actually predate Leonardo daVinci’s“Mona
Lisa’, which was ceated in the early 16th
century.

They somehow survived for
centuries:- The pages themselves are vellum
(parchment made from animal s skin) and the
paints are plant -based, so if not scared for,
they are extremely susceptible to
deterioration. Each manuscripts was
handmade:- They predate theinvention of the
printing press (around 1455), so each book

I 4

#HiyanjaleeRangra
6th Sem, MCJ Dept.

was written and decorated by hand. This
means every single pageis aunique work of
art. Yes, That is Real Gold on the Page:-
[1luminators would pound gold until it was
thinner than paper to glide the pages.
[lTumination was used to help exalt the
religious text found within each book, and
scribes considered the use of gold to beaform
of praising God.

[lluminated Manuscripts were
considered symbols of wealth:- Initially
illuminated manuscripts were created solely
for monastries. By the mid 15th century, they
wee commercially reproduced and featured
non religious subject matter. By the 16th
century production plummeted manuscripts
were only reserved for the wealthy.

They are Windows into History:-
Thanks to monograms, inscriptions, and
artisans markings, the origins of these pages
can betraced back to their original ownersor
illustrators.

Occasionally, They Have Eccentric
Imaginary:- Asilluminated manuscriptswere
primarily created for religious purposes, alot
of the imagery is what you would expect:
Biblical sceneslikethe crucifixion, depiction
of angels and saints, and so on. But,
sometimes, the artists spiced thingsup in the
margins and blank spaces. For example, ina
Book of Hourscreated C...1480in Paris, one
page inexplicably has and illustration of a
monkey perched on a cannon.

Sour ce — inter net
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14Aug, 2021 :
The dept of MCJ of

Bhattadev University,
Bajali orgaised a special
online session. the session
was held on 15 May,
2021. Thetopic of the ses-
sion was "Covid-19, Stu-
dent and Mental Health" The online session held
through Google meet and Kasturi Borah, a re-

nowned counsellor and aternative therapist who
was the chief guest of this event. The HOD and
other facilitiesalong with the students are partici-
pate in the session.
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ARTS & PHOTOGRAPH

Himakshi Barman, B.Sc. in Botany(6th Sem) Pratikshya Sarma, BA in Education (2nd Sem.)
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Bidyut Patgiri (Ex. Student) MCJ Dept.

Caption : Framein aFrame
ParnaPratim Medhi, BA inMCJ
(2nd Sem)

Abdul Karim Ahmed, BA in Economics
(5th Sem)
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