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REGIONS OF ASSAM 

 

          Geographically Assam is situated in the north-eastern region of the Indian sub-

continent. It covers an area of 78,523 sq. kilometres (approximate). Assam – the gateway to 

north-east India is a land of blue hills, valleys and rivers. Assam has lavishly bestowed upon 

unique natural beauty and abundant natural wealth. The natural beauty of Assam is one of the 

most fascinating in the country with evergreen forests, majestic rivers, rich landscape, lofty 

green hills, bushy grassy plains, rarest flora and fauna, beautiful islands and what not. The 

capital of Assam is Dispur and the state emblem is one-hoed rhino. Assam is bounded by 

Manipur, Nagaland and Myanmar in the east and in the rest by West Bengal in the north by 

Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh and in the route by Mizoram, Tripura, Bangladesh and 

Meghalaya. Literacy rate in Assam has seen upward trend and is 72.19 percent as 

per 2011 population census. Of that, male literacy stands at 77.85 percent while 

female literacy is at 66.27 percent. As per details from Census 2011, Assam has population of 

3.12 Crores, an increase from figure of 2.67 Crore in 2001 census. Total population of Assam 

as per 2011 census is 31,205,576 of which male and female are 15,939,443 and 15,266,133 

respectively. In 2001, total population was 26,655,528 in which males were 13,777,037 while 

females were 12,878,491. The total population growth in this decade was 17.07 percent while 

in previous decade it was 18.85 percent.  

The physiographic of Assam is one of the most enchanting in the country. It can be classified 

into three well-defined geographical regions: 

1. The Brahmaputra River Valley 

2. The Barak Valley and 

3. The hilly Regions comprising the North Cachar Hills  

         The Brahmaputra valley consists of North Bank Plains Zone (NBPZ), Upper 

Brahmaputra valley Zone (UBVZ), Central Brahmaputra valley Zone (CBVZ) and Lower 

Brahmaputra Valley Zone (LBVZ), whereas the Barak Valley Zone mainly consists of plain 

area of three districts, viz. Cachar, Karimganj & Hailakandi. The two valleys are separated 

by long range of hills. The Karbi Hills and the North Cachar Hills are located in the south of 

the Brahmaputra valley. Karbi hills are a part of the Meghalaya plateau. These hills are dotted 

with plain areas. Greenery is the hallmark of these hills, slowly reaching their full height 

towards the middle of the North Cachar district, merging with the Barail range-which is the 

highest hill range in Assam. The elevation of the Barail range varies from 1,000 to 1,200 

metres above sea level. This valley is full of dense forest and rare wildlives. There are a few 

states in India which have such vast fertile valleys, dense forests, numerous rivers and lofty 

hills. Assam, is located about 79.5m above sea level: Sadiya 134m, Dibrugarh 104m, 

Guwahati 50m, Goalpara 37m, and Dhubri 28m. 

1. The Brahmaputra Valley: A major population of Assam resides in the vast Brahmaputra 

valley in the north. Amidst numerous mountains, streams and rivulets from the nearby hills, 

this extended valley offers a magnificent view and is a great attraction among tourists and 

travelers. The mighty river Brahmaputra enters the state after gorging through Arunachal 

Pradesh. It runs south-east and finally merges with the Ganges, to form a vast delta. Its entire 

course can be navigated from the Barak valley to the district of Dibrugarh. Based on the flow 
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of Brahmaputra River, the entire state of Assam can be divided into two parts Upper and 

Lower Assam. The major districts that come under Upper Assam are Digboi, Duliajan, 

Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Jorhat, and Golaghat. The districts that fall under Lower 

Assam include Dhemaji, Nalbari, Borpeta, Kokrajhar, and Bongaigaon. 

 The second natural division of Assam is the Barak or Surama Valley which is surrounded by 

North Cachar, Manipur and Mizoram. This valley is dominated by the Barak river. It flows 

through the valley and finally empties itself to the old bed of Brahmaputra in Bangladesh. 

This valley has hills and ‘Beels’ or lakes in plenty. Flood is a common feature lending the 

quality of fertility to the valley. The Brahmaputra is a trans-boundary river which flows 

through China, India and Bangladesh. It is the ninth largest river in the world by discharge, 

and the 15th longest. 

With its origin in the Manasarovar Lake region, near the Mount Kailash, located on 

the northern side of the Himalayas in Burang County of Tibet as the Yarlung Tsangpo 

River, it flows along southern Tibet to break through the Himalayas in great gorges 

(including the Yarlung Tsangpo Grand Canyon) and into Arunachal Pradesh (India). It flows 

southwest through the Assam Valley as Brahmaputra and south through Bangladesh as 

the Jamuna (not to be mistaken with Yamuna of India). About 2,899.9 km (1,801.9 mi) long, 

the Brahmaputra is an important river for irrigation and transportation in the region. The 

average depth of the river is 38 m (124 ft) and maximum depth is 120 m (380 ft). The river is 

prone to catastrophic flooding in the Spring when the Himalayan snow melts. The average 

discharge of the river is about 19,800 m3/s (700,000 cu ft/s), and floods can reach over 

100,000 m3/s (3,500,000 cu ft/s). It is a classic example of a braided river and is highly 

susceptible to channel migration and avulsion. It is also one of the few rivers in the world that 

exhibits a tidal bore. It is navigable for most of its length. The river drains the Himalayan east 

of the Indo-Nepal border, south-central portion of the Tibetan plateau above the Ganga basin, 

south-eastern portion of Tibet, the Patkai-Bum hills, the northern slopes of the Meghalaya 

hills, the Assam plains, and the northern portion of Bangladesh. The basin, especially south 

of Tibet, is characterized by high levels of rainfall. Kangchenjunga (8,586 m) is the only peak 

above 8,000 m, hence is the highest point within the Brahmaputra basin. The lower reaches 

are sacred to Hindus. While most rivers on the Indian subcontinent have female names, this 

river has a rare male name. Brahmaputra means "son of Brahma" in Sanskrit 

The Brahmaputra Valley is a region situated between hill ranges of the eastern and 

northeastern Himalayan range in Eastern India. The valley consists of the western 

Brahmaputra valley covering the regions of Goalpara and Kamrup; the central Brahmaputra 

valley region covering Darrang, Nagaon and the North Bank and Eastern Brahmaputra Valley 

comprising districts of Sonitpur, Lakhimpur, Dibrugarh and Sibsagar. The Teesta 

River in North Bengal also drains into Brahmaputra River. The Brahmaputra Valley with its 

rainforest-like climate contains some of the most productive soils in the world. The 

Brahmaputra River flows from Assam to Bengal where it meets the Ganges River to form 

the world's largest delta and finally flows into the Bay of Bengal in the south. The majority of 

the people of valley are Hindus, mostly speaks Assamese language and its variants. The 

valley is more populous and prosperous than rest of the region because of its accessibility to 

rest of the country. The Brahmaputra Valley or the Assam valley constitutes the major 

portion of the state of Assam. Though the valley is the eastern continuation o-f the Great 

Plains o-f India, it is a well demarcated natural region within the griddle formed by the 

Eastern Himalayas, Patkai and Naga Hills and the Garo - Khasi - Jayantia and Mikir Hills. 
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The Valley has great geographical and political significance to the whole of the North East 

India. It is surrounded by Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh in the North and East; by Nagaland, 

Maghalaya and Karbi Anglong district of Assam in the south and West Bengal and 

Bangladesh in the west. The valley stretches for about 720 Kilometres in length from East to 

West and its width varies from 130 Kilometres in the western and central parts to about 80 

Kilometres in the eastern extremity. The Brahmaputra valley covers an area of 56,194 

Sq.Kilometres with the total population of 1,89,99,792 persons including 98,72,952 males 

and 1 91,26,840 females in 1991. The Valley is comprised of 27 administrative districts and 

48  administrative sub-division. 

(i) Population Composition of Brahmaputra Valley Region:  

The Brahmaputra valley presents peculiar demographic characteristics. The valley 

covers nearly 72 per cent of the total area o f Assam, and contains 26377882 persons, which 

means 84.63 per cent o f the State’s total population 31169272 persons (2011 census). On an 

all India level, the valley shares 1.70 per cent o f the country’ s total geographical area and 

has 2.39 per cent o f the total population in 2011. The valley has different linguistic and 

religious groups, besides a large number o f scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and backward 

classes. The density of population is also by no means small. In 2011, the average density in 

the valley was 307 persons per sq.km compared to 258 persons per sq.km in the State, and 

221 persons per sq.km in the country as a whole. The proportion of urban dwellers is very 

small, compared to the national average. 

Brahmaputra valley has heterogeneous population with socio-cultural & ethnic 

diversity. According to the Census of India, 2011 the population of Brahmaputra valley 

stands at 26377882 persons of which 54% are males and 46% are females. The decadal 

growth of the region’s population works out at 19.74 percent during the decade 2001-2011 

as against 16.93 percent in the states and 17.68 percent for the country as a whole. Out of 

the total population, 76 percent population live in rural areas & 24 percent population live 

in urban areas of the region. The density of the population of the region has increased to 

467 persons in 2011 from 388 persons in 2001 Census or on an average, 58 more people 

inhabit every square kilometre in the State as compared to a decade ago. Highest population 

density of 2010 persons per sq km has been found in Kamrup Metro district and lowest 

population density of 213 persons per sq. km found in Dhemaji district.The population of 

Brahmaputra valley forms 2.14 percent of India in 2011. In 2001, the figure was 2.59 percent. 

Recently as per Assam census data, 87.92% houses are owned while 6.84% were rented. In 

all, 74.13% couples in the region lived in single family. Higher population concentration was 

recorded in the districts of Kamrup, Nagaon, Sonitpur, Barpeta, Dhubri, Darrang.  

The majority of the people of valley are Hindus, mostly speaks Assamese 

language and its variants. The valley is more populous and prosperous than rest of the region 

because of its accessibility to rest of the country. The lives of many millions of Indian and 

Bangladeshi citizens are reliant on the Brahmaputra river. Its delta is home to 130 million 

people and 600 000 people live on the riverine islands. These people rely on the annual 

'normal' flood to bring moisture and fresh sediments to the floodplain soils, hence providing 

the necessities for agricultural and marine farming. In fact, two of the three seasonal rice 

varieties (aus and aman) cannot survive without the floodwater. Furthermore, the fish caught 
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both on the floodplain during flood season and from the many floodplain ponds are the main 

sources of protein for many rural populations. 

Of the 27 districts, eight districts registered a rise in the decadal population growth 

rate. Religious minority-dominated districts like Dhubri, Goalpara, Barpeta, Morigaon, 

Nagaon, and Hailakandi, recorded growth rates ranging from 20 per cent to 24 per cent 

during the last decade. Eastern Assamese districts, including Sivasagar and Jorhat, registered 

around 9 per cent population growth. These districts do not have any international border. In 

2011, the literacy rate in the region was 73.18%. The male literacy rate was 78.81% and the 

female literacy rate was 67.27%. In 2001, the census had recorded literacy in the region at 

63.3% with male literacy at 71.3% and female at 54.6%. The urbanisation rate was recorded 

at 12.9%. The growth of population in Brahmaputra valley has increased since the middle 

decades of the 20th century. The population grew from 3.29 million in 1901 to 6.70 million 

in 1941. It increased to 14.63 million in 1971 and 22.41 million in 1991. The growth in the 

western and southern districts was high primarily due to the influx of people from East 

Pakistan, now Bangladesh. The mistrust and clashes between Indigenous Assamese people 

and Bengali Muslims started as early as 1952, but is rooted in anti Bengali sentiments of the 

1940s. At least 77 people died and 400,000 people were displaced in the 2012 Assam 

violence between indigenous Bodos and Bengali Muslims.The People of India project has 

studied 115 of the ethnic groups in Assam. 79 (69%) identify themselves regionally, 22 

(19%) locally, and 3 trans-nationally. The earliest settlers were Austric, Dravidian followed 

by Tibeto-Burman, Indo-Aryan, and Tai–Kadai people. Forty-five languages are spoken by 

different communities, including three major language families: Austroasiatic (5), Sino-

Tibetan (24) and Indo-European (12). Three of the spoken languages do not fall in these 

families. There is a high degree of bilingualism 

According to the 2011 census, 61.67% were Hindus, 34.22% were Muslims. Christian 

minorities (3.7%) are found among the Scheduled Tribe and Castes population. The 

Scheduled Tribe population in Assam is around 13%, of which Bodos account for 40%. Other 

religions followed include Jainism (0.1%), Buddhism (0.2%), Sikhism (0.1%) 

and Animism (amongst Khamti, Phake, Aiton etc. communities). Many Hindus in Assam are 

followers of the Ekasarana Dharma sect of Hinduism, which gave rise to Namghar, designed 

to be simpler places of worship than traditional Hindu temples. Out of 27 districts of 

Brahmaputra valley, 7 are Muslim majority according to the 2011 census of India. The 

districts are Dhubri, Goalpara, Barpeta, Morigaon, Nagaon, Darrang and Bongaigaon. The 

major languages of Brahmaputra valley are – Assamese (48.38%), Bengali(28.92%), Hindi 

(6.73%), Bodo (4.54%), Sadri (2.29%), Mishing (1.98%), Nepali (1.91%), Santali (0.68%), 

Manipuri (0.54%), Garo (0.52%) and Others (1.17%) 

Assamese is the official language of the state. Additional official languages 

include Bengali and Bodo languages. Bodo in Bodoland Territorial Council and Bengali in 

the three districts of Barak Valley where Sylheti is most commonly spoken.  According to the 

language census of 2011, out of a total population of around 31 million, Assamese is spoken 

by around half that number: 15 million. Although the number of speakers is growing, the 

percentage of Assam's population who have it as a mother tongue has fallen slightly. The 

various Bengali dialects and closely related languages are spoken by around 9 million people 

in Assam, and the portion of the population that speaks these languages has grown slightly. 

Hindi is the third most-spoken language. 
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Traditionally, Assamese was the language of the common folk in the 

ancient Kamarupa kingdom and in the medieval kingdoms of Dimasa Kachari, Chutiya 

Kachari, Borahi Kachari, Ahom and Koch Kachari Kingdom of Kamatapur. Traces of the 

language are found in many poems by Luipa, Sarahapa, and others, in Charyapada (c. 7th–8th 

century AD). Modern dialects such as Kamrupi and Goalpariya are remnants of this 

language. Moreover, Assamese in its traditional form was used by the ethno-cultural groups 

in the region as lingua-franca, which spread during the stronger kingdoms and was required 

for economic integration. Localised forms of the language still exist in Nagaland and 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

Linguistically modern Assamese traces its roots to the version developed by the 

American Missionaries based on the local form used near Sivasagar district. Assamese is a 

rich language due to its hybrid nature and unique characteristics of pronunciation and 

softness. The presence of Voiceless velar fricative in Assamese makes it a unique among 

other similar Indo-Aryan languages. Bodo is an ancient language of Assam. Spatial 

distribution patterns of the ethno-cultural groups, cultural traits and the phenomenon of 

naming all the major rivers in the North East Region with Bodo-Kachari words (e.g. Dihing, 

Dibru, Dihong, D/Tista, and Dikrai) reveal that it was the most important language in ancient 

times. Bodo is now spoken largely in the Western Assam (BTAD). After years of neglect, 

now Bodo language is getting attention and its literature is developing. Other native 

languages of Tibeto-Burman origin and related to Bodo-Kachari 

are Deori, Mising, Karbi, Rabha, and Tiwa. There are approximately 564,000 Nepali speakers 

spread all over the state forming about 2.12% of Assam's total population according to 2001 

census. 

There are speakers of Tai languages in Assam. A total of six Tai languages were spoken in 

Assam. Two are now extinct.  

• Tai Phake 

• Tai Aiton 

• Khamti 

• Khamyang (critically endangered) 

• Ahom (extinct) 

• Turung (extinct) 

•  

(ii) Agriculture in Brahmaputra Valley Region: 

In Brahmaputra valley among all the productive sectors, agriculture makes the highest 

contribution to its domestic sectors, accounting for more than a third of region's income and 

employs 69% of workforce. Brahmaputra valley region’s biggest contribution to the world 

is Assam tea. It has its own variety, Camellia sinensis var. assamica. The region produces 

rice, rapeseed, mustard seed, jute, potato, sweet potato, banana, papaya, areca nut, sugarcane 

and turmeric. The region's agriculture is yet to experience modernisation in a real sense. With 

implications for food security, per capita food grain production has declined in the past five 

decades. Productivity has increased marginally, but is still low compared to highly productive 

regions. For instance, the yield of rice (a staple food of Assam) was just 1531 kg per hectare 

against India's 1927 kg per hectare in 2000–01. On the other hand, after having strong 

domestic demand, and with 1.5 million hectares of inland water bodies, numerous rivers and 
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165 varieties of fishes, fishing is still in its traditional form and production is not self-

sufficient. Floods in Brahmaputra valley greatly affect the farmers and the families dependent 

on agriculture because of large-scale damage of agricultural fields and crops by flood 

water. Every year, flooding from the Brahmaputra and other rivers deluges places in Assam. 

The water levels of the rivers rise because of rainfall resulting in the rivers overflowing their 

banks and engulfing nearby areas. Apart from houses and livestock being washed away by 

flood water, bridges, railway tracks and roads are also damaged by the calamity, which 

causes communication breakdown in many places. Fatalities are also caused by the natural 

disaster in many places of the state 

(iii) Industries in Brahmaputra Valley Region: 

Brahmaputra valley region's proximity to some neighbouring countries such as 

Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan, benefits its trade. The major Border checkpoints through 

which border trade flows to Bangladesh from Assam are : Sutarkandi (Karimganj), Dhubri, 

Mankachar (Dhubri) and Golokanj. To facilitate border trade with Bangladesh, Border Trade 

Centres have been developed at Sutarkandi and Mankachar. It has been proposed in the 11th 

five-year plan to set up two more Border Trade Center, one at Ledo connecting China and 

other at Darrang connecting Bhutan. There are several Land Custom Stations (LCS) in the 

state bordering Bangladesh and Bhutan to facilitate border trade. The government of India 

has identified some thrust areas for industrial development of Brahmaputra Valley Region: 

• Petroleum and natural gas-based industries 

• Industries based on locally available minerals 

• Processing of plantation crops 

• Food processing industries 

• Agri-Horticulture products 

• Agri-Horticulture products 

• Herbal products 

• Biotech products 

• Pharmaceuticals 

• Chemical and plastic-based industries 

• Export oriented industries 

• Electronic and IT base industries including services sector 

• Paper making industries 

• Textiles and sericulture 

• Engineering industries 

• Cane and bamboo-based industries 

• Other handicrafts industry 

Although, the region in the eastern periphery of India is landlocked and is linked to the 

mainland by the narrow Siliguri Corridor (or the Chicken's Neck) improved transport 

infrastructure in all the three modes – rail, road and air – and developing urban infrastructure 

in the cities and towns of Assam are giving a boost to the entire industrial scene. 

The Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport at Guwahati, with international flights 

to Bangkok and Singapore offered by Druk Air of Bhutan, was the 12th busiest airport of 

India in 2012. The cities of Guwahati in the west and Dibrugarh in the east with good 
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rail, road and air connectivity are the two important nerve centres of Assam, to be selected by 

Asian Development Bank for providing $200 million for improvement of urban 

infrastructure.  

The region is a producer of crude oil and it accounts for about 15% of India's crude 

output, exploited by the Assam Oil Company Ltd., and natural gas in India and is the second 

place in the world (after Titusville in the United States) where petroleum was discovered. 

Asia's first successful mechanically drilled oil well was drilled in Makum way back in 1867. 

Most of the oilfields are located in the Eastern Assam region. Assam has four oil refineries 

in Digboi (Asia's first and world's second refinery), 

Guwahati, Bongaigaon and Numaligarh and with a total capacity of 7 million metric tonnes 

(7.7 million short tons) per annum. Asia's first refinery was set up at Digboi and discoverer of 

Digboi oilfield was the Assam Railways & Trading Company Limited (AR&T Co. Ltd.), a 

registered company of London in 1881. One of the biggest public sector oil company of the 

country Oil India Ltd. has its plant and headquarters at Duliajan. 

There are several other industries, including a chemical fertiliser plant 

at Namrup, petrochemical industries in Namrup and Bongaigaon, paper mills 

at Jagiroad, Hindustan Paper Corporation Ltd. Township Area Panchgram and Jogighopa, 

sugar mills in Barua Bamun Gaon, Chargola, Kampur, cement plants in Bokajan 

and Badarpur, and a cosmetics plant of Hindustan Unilever (HUL) at Doom Dooma. 

Moreover, there are other industries such as jute mill, textile and yarn mills, Assam silk, and 

silk mills. Many of these industries are facing losses and closure due to lack of infrastructure 

and improper management practices. 

2. Barak Valley: The Barak is the second largest river in Assam and North East India and the 

Barak valley id created by the aggradational and degradational activities of this river system. 

The area of this plain is about 7000 sq. Kms.  It is surrounded by the hills on three sides and 

the western side is open and joins with the plain of Bangladesh. The Barak valley is a valley 

located in the southern region of the Indian state of Assam. The main city of the valley 

is Silchar. The region is named after the Barak river. The river Barak flows through the 

middle part of the plain sluggishly in meandering course forming series of swamps and ox-

bow lakes. The flood waters accumulate in the depression giving rise to many marshes which 

dot the country side. The Barak valley mainly consists of three administrative districts of 

Assam State - namely Cachar, Karimganj, and Hailakandi. Among these three districts, 

Cachar and Hailakandi belonged to the Kachari Kingdom before the British Raj, whereas 

Karimganj belonged to the Sylhet district of then Assam province. Karimganj was separated 

from Sylhet after the 1947 referendum; with the rest of Sylhet falling under East 

Pakistan (now Bangladesh) and Karimganj under India. The southern zone or the Barak 

valley region of Assam is, in fact, an extension of the neighboring country Bangladesh. The 

major districts of this region are Karimganj, Cachar and Hailakandi. 

The northern part of the plain is bounded by the North Cachar and Jaintia hills. The 

average width of this part varies from 6 km to 11 km. with hill peaks ranging between 900 m 

to1200 m in height. The Bhuban Pahar lies on the southern side of the Barak river. This range 

is a continuation of the Mizo range which runs from south to north with varying height of 213 

to 305 metres. The Rangti Pahar acts as the watershed between the rivers Dhaleswar and 

Sonai. The other important hill ranges of the southern part of Barak Valley are Tipam range 

with a height ranging from 30 to 150 metres and Sidheswar hills with a height of 183 – 610 
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metres. Thus the Barak valley is piedmont in nature and presents a mosaic of isolated low 

hillocks locally known as tillas. These tillas rise sbruptly from low alluvial ground of the 

plain. The hills and tillas are covered with forests or tea plantations.  

History of Barak Region: The region was originally part of the Tripura kingdom. In 

1562 Chilarai annexed the Cachar region to the Koch kingdom and administered by his half-

brother Kamalnarayan. After the death of Nara Narayan, the kingdom, which came to be 

called the kingdom of Khaspur, became independent and was ruled by the descendants of 

Kamalnarayan. In the 18th-century, a Kachari king annexed Hailakandi to the Kachari 

kingdom. The Kachari kingdom was annexed to British-India in 1832. The headquarters of 

the district was Silchar. The British Companies established a very large number of Tea 

Gardens (total 157) in the area and Silchar emerged as a very important center in this part of 

the country. All modern were introduced to the region in early twentieth century. In 1947, 

when a plebiscite was held in Sylhet, the district was divided into two; the eastern part 

of Sylhet which is known as Karimganj remained with India whereas the other part fell 

under East Pakistan. Geographically the region is surrounded by hills from all three sides 

except its western plain boundary with Bangladesh. Nihar Ranjan Roy, author of Bangalir 

Itihash, claims that "South Assam / Northeastern Bengal or Barak Valley is the extension of 

the Greater Surma/Meghna Valley of Bengal in every aspect from culture to geography". 

Assam's Surma Valley (now partly in Bangladesh) had Muslim-majority population. 

On the eve of partition, hectic activities intensified by the Muslim League as well Congress 

with the former having an edge. A referendum had been proposed for Sylhet 

District. Mazumdar along with Basanta Kumar Das (then Home Minister of Assam) travelled 

throughout the valley organising the Congress and addressing meetings educating the masses 

about the outcome of partition on the basis of religion. On 20 February 1947 Moulvi 

Mazumdar inaugurated a convention – Assam Nationalist Muslim's Convention at Silchar. 

Thereafter another big meeting was held at Silchar on 8 June 1947. Both the meetings, which 

were attended by a large section of Muslims paid dividend. He was also among the few who 

were instrumental in retaining the Barak Valley region of Assam, especially Karimganj with 

India. Mazumdar was the leader of the delegation that pleaded before the Radcliffe 

Commission that ensured that a part of Sylhet (now in Bangladesh) remains with India 

despite being Muslim-majority (present Karimganj district). There are three districts in barak 

valley - Karimganj, Hailakandi and Cachar. Cachar is an administrative district in the state 

of Assam in India. It was a part of the Southern Dimasa Kachari Kingdom (Hidimba 

Kingdom). It makes up the Barak Valley alongside Hailakandi and Karimganj. These three 

districts were also previously part of the Greater Sylhetregion before the Partition of India. 

The total area of Barak valley is 6922 sq. Km with 4 sub-divisions, 29 towns, 2307 villages, 

27 community development blocks, 321 gaon panchayats and 14 revenue circles. 

(i) Population Characteristics of Barak valley:  

As per 2001 census the total population of Barak Valley of Assam was 2995769 

persons scattered over 2307 villages and 29 towns. In 2001 the most populous district of 

Barak Valley was Cachar with 1444921 persons followed by Karimganj and Hailakandi 

district. The population density of Barak valley in 2001 census was 449 persons per sq km. 

Highest population density was found in Karimganj (557) followed by Hailakandi (409) and 

Cachar (382). 
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Again, as per 2011 census the total population of Barak Valley was 3612581 persons 

with a decadal growth rate of 20.78 %. The average density of population per square km in 

the Barak Valley was 543 persons in 2011. The most populous district in 2011 was Cachar 

followed by Karimganj and Hailakandi. According to 2011 census the number of male 

population in the valley was 1846104 persons which constitute 51.11%  while 1766477 

persons were female which constitute 48.89 % of the total population of the valley. The 

percentage distribution of rural population was 88.47 % higher than urban population (11.53 

%) indicate that the Barak valley is dominated by rural areas. The Barak valley has a sex ratio 

of 955 females per thousand males. The literacy rate of the valley was 89.77 % in 2011 

higher than state’s average (72.19%). 

  The population distribution in Barak valley is quite uneven due to physiographic and 

socio – economic conditions. The Barak valley provide ideal environment for the distribution 

of agricultural and urban communities. The hilly areas of Karimganj and Hailakandi districts 

with high rainfall and luxuriant forest provide suitable habitats for tribes who practice 

shifting cultivation as their chief mean of living. These hill districts being agriculturally less 

productive support very sparse population. Generally higher concentration of population was 

found along the roads and railway tracts which influence the growth of markets, service 

centers and indusrial establishments. The distribution of population was also sparse on the 

flood plains of the Barak valley including its tributaries and foothill areas of the valley. The 

Cachar district is the most developed, urbanized, industrialized district of Barak valley 

housing highest concentration of population. The fertile land of Barak plain produces variety 

of crops to support a very dense population. Thus the towns and urban centers with well 

developed transport and communication systems are thickly populated areas of Barak valley. 

Hinduism is the majority religion in the Barak Valley. According to the 2011, the 

religious composition of the valley population is as follows: Hindus 50.1% 

(1,812,141), Muslims 48.1% (1,744,958), Christians1.6% (58,675), and others 0.2%. Hindus 

are the majority in Cachar district (59.83%), while Muslims are the majority in Hailakandi 

district (60.31%) and Karimganj district (56.26%). Major tribal communities found in the 

region are Dimasa and Cacharies. People of the region mostly speak Bengali and Assamese 

languages.    

(ii) Agriculture and Land Use of Barak Valley:  

The economy of Barak valley had to pass through a lot of constraints in recent 

decades due to severe financial position, insurgency problems and natural calamities 

including recurrence of flood and erosion. Consequently the growth of the economy of Barak 

valley has not been encouraging in recent years. Agriculture forms the backbone of the 

economy of Barak valley. About 78 percent of the total working forces are being engaged in 

agriculture and allied activities. Barak valley is the second most backward regions of Assam 

after Brahmaputra valley region. Urban population in the region accounted 11.53 percent in 

2011. Thus 88.47 percent of its people live in 2307 villages. It is observed that about half of 

the total income of the region comes from agricultural sector. Several agricultural 

development programmes have been in the successive plan periods of the regions. But the 

development of agricultural sector has not been up to the expectation compared to the states 

of India. The physical features including soil, rainfall and temperature in Barak valley in 

general are suitable for cultivation paddy crops, pulses and oil seeds. Major cash crops are 
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tea, bamboo and horticultural crops. Some of the crops like rice, oilseeds, fruits, tea etc. 

provide raw materials for some local industries such as rice milling, oil processing, tea 

manufacturing and fruit preservation and canning industries. Thus agriculture provide 

livelihood to a large number of people. 

About 240527 people are cultivators. Barak region has an estimated 419189 hectares 

gross cropped area, of which net sown area is about 309940 hectares accounting 44.77 

percent of the total geographical area of the region. Shifting cultivation constitute the most 

dominant category of wasteland accounting 6.3 percent of the area of the region. Generally 

the physical features climate and soil are suitable for only some specific crops. The Barak 

plain consists of flat plain areas of Cachar, Karimganj and Hailakandi districts is dominated 

by paddy cultivation. Agricultural operations in the region begin with the onset of monsoons 

and the two vitally important agricultural seasons are Kharif and rabi. The Kharif crops are 

sown after the onset of the rains (June – July) and harvested in autumn. The important Kharif 

crops are rice, maize, pulses and oil seeds. The major horticultural crops of the region are 

potato, sweet potato, banana, pineapple, papaya, orange, guava, litchi, jackfruit, mango, tuber 

crops like chillies, turmeric, onion, ginger, coriander, garlic, black pepper, kharif vegetables 

and rabi vegetables. Rice is the leading crop of the region and it occupies 70 percent of the 

total gross cropped area of the region and 90 percent of the total area under food crops. Rice 

is grown in all the three districts of the region. 

(iii) Industrial Characteristics:  

Currently efforts are on for gearing up important activities with a view to creating a 

strong industrial infrastructure by harnessing of the un – tapped resources available in Barak 

region. Industry is the component of the secondary sector and its main function is to provide 

work for the growing population to satisfy the demand for manufactured goods and to raise 

the standard of living by the per capita income of the region. It may be observed that industry 

migrated from households to spacious workshops and mills and factories which in turn 

developed into towns and cities. 

The entire industrial sector of the economy of Assam was very much neglected in the 

region. So manufacturing industries have not made any headway even after independence. 

This is mostly due to the factors like its isolated location, poor linkage and infrastructure, 

lack of adequate power and capital, absence of efficient and skilled labour and market etc. Of 

the existing industries tea manufacturing, oil refining, food processing, fertilizer industry are 

important including plywood, cement etc. While all other industries can be classified as small 

scale and cottage industries. The tea industry of Cachar district plays a vital role in the 

development of the region’s economy. The only integrated infrastructure development (IID) 

project started in the region is Malinibeel IID project in Cachar district. The total number of 

MSME industrial units found during the year 2015 – 16 was 112 units and the total amount of 

money investment in plant and machinery was 642.23 Lakh. Major industries of the region 

are manufacturing of food products having 114 numbers of units spreading all the districts of 

the region. Cachar is the most leading industrialized district of the region. Other industrial 

units found in the region are beverage manufacturing industry, sugar manufacturing industry, 

tobacco product manufacturing industry, manufacturing of wood and products of wood and 

cork, except furniture, paper and paper product manufacturing industries, coke and refined 

petroleum products manufacturing industry, chemical and chemical products manufacturing, 
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manufacturing of rubber and plastic products, manufacturing industries of non- metallic 

mineral products, manufacturing of motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers, warehousing 

and support activities for transportation, manufacturing of bamboo products etc. Most of the 

industries are concentrated in the industrial centers of Katigora, Silchar, Sonai, Lakhipur, 

Duarbond of Cachar district; Hailakandi, Algapur, Morgang, Lala, Katlichera of Hailakandi 

district and Karimganj, Baraigram, Patharkandi, Ratabari, Ramkrishna Nagar, Badarpur and 

Kalachora of Korimganj district. The only sugar mill industry is located in Karimganj district 

of the region. Paper and paper product manufacturing industry is located in Panchgram of 

Hailakandi district. 

3. Hill Region: Only two districts namely North Cachar Hills and Karbi Angling (East Karbi 

Anglong and West Karbi Anglong) form the hill region of Assam under Eastern Himalaya. It 

is situated at the southern part of Assam and bounded by Nagaland and Manipur states on the 

east and Meghalaya on the west. The hill region of Assam is formed by the old crystalline 

massif of Karbi and tertiary folded hills of North Cachar. The Karbi plateau covers the whole 

Karbi Anglong district of Assam and structurally the area is a continuation of the Meghalaya 

plateau. It is separated by the Meghalaya by the degradation of the river Kopili and its 

headstreams and from the Nagahills of the Dhansiri and its tributaries. The topography of the 

plateau is senile and the height of the central part is about 1400 metres. The plateau area 

slopes towards the north and the hills mostly follow south west to north east trend and their 

ridges are not sharp. The core area of the plateau consists of metamorphosed crystalline rocks 

of Precambrian origin. The central part is separated from the south western part known as 

hamren plateau which is contiguous to the Jaintia or eastern Meghalaya plateau. An east west 

corridor is found in the middle of the central Karbi plateau which is created by the age old 

erosion of the Yamuna river, an important tributary of Kapili River. The Rangma hills cover 

the entire Diphu and Bokajan subdivision of Karbi Anglong districts. The entire north Cachar 

hill district of Assam is covered by the western part of the Barail range. The North Cachar 

hill with rugged topography lies in south of the Karbi plateau.   Only three districts, namely 

North Cachar Hills and Karbi Anglong, form the hill region of Assam under Eastern 

Himalaya. The hill region lies between 25 E longitudes. It is situated at the southern part of 

Assam and is bounded by Nagaland and Manipur states on the east and Meghalaya on the 

west. The northern part of the region touches Marigaon, Nagaon, and Golaghat districts of 

Assam, while southern part is bound by Cachar district of the state. Most of the area is 

covered by hills. The Thumjang (1,866 m) is the highest peak in Borail range. Other peaks 

are - Hempeupet (1,748 m) and Singhason (1,360 m). The plain areas consist of valleys of the 

Jamuna, Kapili and Dhansiri rivers lying in its eastern part. The hills of Karbi 

Anglong and Dima Hasao district and those in and around Guwahati and North Guwahati 

(along with the Khasi and Garo Hills) are originally parts of the South Indian Plateau system. 

These are eroded and dissected by the numerous rivers in the region. The average height of 

these hills in Assam varies from 300m to 400m. The total geographical area of the region is 

15322 sq km. Major rivers of the region are Jamuna, Kapili,, Dhansiri, Dehaangi, Diyung, 

Jatinga, Jenam, Mahur, Langting etc. Karbi Anglong, in the central part of Assam, covers a 

total area of 10,434 square kilometers and is the largest district of the state. It is also home to 

some major tribes, like the Bodos, Kukis, Dimasas, Tiwas, Gados and Khasis. To the south of 

the district lies the districts of North Cachar and Nagaland. Often referred to as 'Switzerland 

of the East', North Cachar Hills make up a place of incomparable beauty and unending 
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serenity. With a total area of 4888 square km, this enchanting landscape has many tourist 

destinations, like the mysterious Jatinga, Haflong, Maibong, Umrangso and Panimoor. 

Karbi Anglong district is one of the 33 administrative districts of Assam state 

in India. The district is bounded by Golaghat district on the east, Morigaon district on the 

west, Nagaon and Golaghat districts on the north and Dima Hasao district and Nagaland state 

on the south. The district is located between 25º 33′ and 26º 35′ North latitude and from 92º 

10′ to 93º 50′ East longitude. Diphu is the administrative headquarter of the district. The 

major Languages of the district are : Karbi, Assamese, Bengali And English Dynamo: Karbi, 

Assamese, Bengali, Mizo, Dimasa And Manipuri. In 2016, the district was divided into two 

district, the western part including Hamren, Baithalangso and Donkamokam and other 

adjoining areas forming the new district of West Karbi Anglong. Hamren is made the 

headquarter of the newly created district. The West Karbi Anglong district is a new district 

formed out of the existing Karbi Anglong District of Assam in 2016. Hamren is the 

headquarter of the newly formed district. The district is a part of Karbi Anglong Autonomous 

Council, Diphu and it is administered according to the Sixth Scheduled of the Indian 

Constitution. The district headquarter Hamren is connected by road. Karbi Anglong 

Autonomous Council Transport buses ply at regular interval from the district headquarter to 

important places like Guwahati, Diphu, Lanka, Hojai and Jowai. The nearest railway station 

is at Hojai, 47 km away from Hamren. The East Karbi Anglong district is a new district 

formed out of the existing Karbi Anglong District of Assam in 2016. Diphu is the 

headquarter of the newly formed district. The district is a part of Karbi Anglong Autonomous 

Council, Diphu and it is administered according to the Sixth Scheduled of the Indian 

Constitution. The district headquarter is connected by road. Karbi Anglong Autonomous 

Council Transport buses ply at regular interval from the district headquarter to important 

places like Guwahati, Hamren, Lanka and Hojai. Also one Meghalaya Transport runs 

regularly to and fro from Diphu to Jowai. The nearest railway station is at Hojai. The Karbi 

Anglong district is one of the two hills district of Assam with its Head Quarter at Diphu was 

created on 17th November 1951. The district with dense tropical forest covered hills and flat 

plains in situated in the central part of Assam. The Karbi Anglong means the hills of the 

karbies or the home land of the karbi. Besides the original karbi tribes there are also a large 

number of other tribal communities residing in the district. The Lalungs (Tiwas), Dimasa 

Kacharis, Rengma Nagas, Kuki, Garos, Khasis and Shyams occupy various pockets of the 

District and maintain their own ethenic identity. Natural resources available in the district are 

limestone, china clay Feldspar and coal. The district is basically depends on paddy cultivation 

and a considerable numbers of people follow jhum cultivation. The average maximum & 

minimum temperature of the Karbi Anglong district are 30 & 18 respectively. The average 

rainfall is 1,200 mm approximately.The Karbi Anglong district covered total geographical 

area of 10434 Sq Km which accounts for 13.3% total geographical area of Assam State. It is 

almost consist of undulating and hilly terrain with numerous rivers and streams. The district 

is broadly divided into two physiographic units’ viz. hills and plains. About 85% of the 

district is covered by the hills. The highest peak in the district rises to a height of 1360 

meters. The plain areas consist of valleys of the jamuna, Kapili and Dhansiri Rivers lying in 

its eastern part. Beside these three major rivers of the district, other minor streams include 

kaliani, Barapani, Patradisa and Dikharu. 

Dima Hasao earlier called North Cachar Hills district is an administrative district in 

the state of Assam in north-eastern India. As of 2011 it is the least populous district of Assam 
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(out of 27). "Dima Hasao" means "Dimasa Hills" in the Dimasa language. Dima Hasao (N. C. 

Hills) district is one of the two Autonomous hill districts of the state of Assam. The district 

headquarter Haflong is the only hill station in Assam, a tourist paradise, also named the 

Switzerland of the East. Dima Hasao comprises three subdivisions: (I) Haflong, (II) Maibang 

and (III) Diyungbra. The district consists of five Community Development Blocks: (I) Jatinga 

Valley Development Block, Mahur; (II) Diyung Valley Development Block, Maibang; (III) 

Harangajao ITD Block, Harangajao; (IV) Diyungbra ITD Block, Diyungmukh; and (V) New 

Sangbar Development Block, Sangbar.[2] There are four town committee in Dima Hasao viz. 

Haflong, Mahur, Maibang and Umrongso. And also mini towns like Harangajao, Langting, 

Diyungbra, etc. 

 

(i) Population Characteristics of Hill Region: 

 As per 2001 census the population of the region was more than 10 lakhs and of these 

8.13 lakhs was in Karbi Anglong and 1.88 in N. C. Hills. Both the districts are sparsely 

populated with density of 78 persons in Karbi Anglong and 38 in N. C. Hills. The whole 

region is hilly with very limited cultivable land and poor transport and communication 

system. These 3 hill districts of Assam have a self – sustain agrarian economy and existing 

and potential hydro – electric power resources. As per 2011 the total population of the region 

was 1170415 persons including 600969 males and 569446 females are sparsely distributed in 

3,172 villages and 11 towns. Indigenous tribal communities particularly Karbi people form 

the majority of the population. According to the 2011 census Karbi Anglong District has 

a population of 965,280. This gives it a ranking of 451st in India (out of a total of 640). The 

district has a population density of 93 inhabitants per square kilometre (240/sq mi). The 

decadal growth rate of the region was 16.11% in 2001-2011. Karbi Anglong recorded highest 

DGR of 18.69 and North Cachar Hill district recorded lowest DGR of 13.53%. Total literacy 

rate in the hill region was 90.75% in 2011 with Male and Female literacy rates constituting 

94.33% and 86.75% respectively. Karbi Anglong district has the highest literacy rate of 

93.98% in the region. The total population of the hill region in 2001 was 1001390 persons 

which increased at the decadal growth rate of 15.71 percent and reached to 1170415 persons 

in 2011. Again the population density of the region was the lowest in the state in 2001 at 58 

persons per sq. Km. and remained constantly the lowest in 2011 also at 68 persons per sq. 

Km. Mountainous topography, rugged relief, hilly region, backwardness, low economic 

development, lack of industrialization and urbanization, low availability of agricultural land 

and resource are the chief factors of lowest population density. Karbi Anglong district 

recoreded highest population density of 93 persons per sq. km and North Cachar Hill district 

recorded lowest population density of 44 persons per sq. km. The hilly region has a total area 

of 15322 sq. Km. with 5 sub – division, 11 towns, 3616 villages, 16 Community 

Development Blocks and 8 revenue circles. The proportion of male population within the 

region is 600969 persons which constitute 51.35 percent of total population and females 

constitute 48.65 percent. In 2011 the sex ratio was 943 females per 1000 males. Karbi 

Anglong has a sex ratio of 956 females for every 1000 males. 994960 persons (85.01 %) 

inhabit in rural areas and 14.99 percent of total population are urban population. Total 

literacy rate in the hill region was 85.81 percent in 2011.   

Karbi is the prominent language in the district. Other spoken languages 

include Assamese, Dimasa (Garo-dima), Tiwa, Kuki (Khawchung Thadou), Rengma, Bengali 
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etc. Assamese is used as the common language among the different indigenous communities 

residing in the district. In Karbi Anglong district Hinduism, Christianity and Islam are the 

major religions. Hinduism is the largest religious group having 670139 population followed 

by Christianity (117738 population) and Muslims (18091 people). 3.29% and 58.26% of total 

population respectively are belonging to scheduled caste and schedule tribe population 

groups. 

Indigenous communities particularly Karbis, Hill Tiwas and Bodos form the majority 

of the population. Karbi language, Tiwa and Assamese language is widely spoken in the 

district. English and other tribal languages are also spoken in the district. Assamese is used as 

the lingua franca among different indigenous Assamese communities. The district is 

inhabited mainly by indigenous tribal communities particularly Karbis along with Dimasa, 

Garo etc. Karbi language is widely spoken in the district. English, Assamese and Hindi are 

the other languages that are spoken in the district. The district is inhibited by many 

tribes, Karbi being the majority, along with Tiwa, Lalung, Garo, Bodo and other tribes and 

communities. 

Karbi anglong district has a rich culture. From ancient age the Karbi people maintain 

and keep their culture alive. They have their own traditional costume, like Choi 

Hongthor (traditional shirt) and rikong vetvot (traditional pant) for male 

and pini or sini and peh kok (traditional wear) for female. They also make their own 

traditional bag called jamborong. According to the 2011 census Dima Hasao district has 

a population of 213,529, roughly equal to the nation of Samoa. This gives it a ranking of 

588th in India (out of a total of 640). The district has a population density of 44 inhabitants 

per square kilometre (110/sq mi). Its population growth rate over the decade 2001-2011 was 

13.53%. Dima Hasao has a sex ratio of 931 females for every 1000 males, and a literacy 

rate of 78.99%. 

The major indigenous communities inhabiting Dima Hasao district are Dimasa 

Kachari, Karbi, Zeme Naga, Hmar, Kuki, Biate, and a number of minor indigenous 

communities which includes Bodo Kachari, Hrangkhol, Khasi-Pnars, Rongmei Naga, 

Khelma and Vaiphei. Non-indigenous communities includes Bengali, Nepali tribes, Deshwali 

tribes and few other communities who have made the district their home. During 2001-01 

period, the population growth for the district was 13.53%, with tribals showing 18.23% 

growth and non-tribals showing 3.41% growth. All the major tribes had growth rates more or 

less equal to the district growth rate (Dimasa: +14.83%, Hmar: +8.71%, Khasi: +17.90%, 

Kuki: +43.70%, Karbi: +16.59%, Naga: +21.98%), with the exception of Kukis. The higher 

growth rate for Kukis results from inflow of refugees. The religious composition within the 

major ethnic groups have remained remarkably stable, with only the Karbis showing a 

noticeable change. 

As per the language data, the largest non-tribal communities are Bengalis (25,264 : 

change of -7.53% from 2001), Nepalis (13,615 : +9.76%), Hindi speakers (9,926 : +13.83%), 

Assamese speakers (4,057 : -26.32%), Halam (1,940 : +15.41%), Bodo (1,604 : -7.82%), 

Meitei (1,373 : -24.64%), Tripuri (527: -21.11%), and Bishnupriya (401: -14.32%). 

Dima Hasao is one of the two hill districts in Assam which has a tribal majority 

population, the other being Karbi Anglong with the tribal population in Dima Hasao 

accounting for about 71% of the total population of the district according to the 2011 census. 

The major tribal languages spoken in the district 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assamese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karbis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiwa_(Lalung)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodo_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karbi_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiwa_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assamese_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karbi_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiwa_(Lalung)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2011_census_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samoa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Districts_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_planning_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex_ratio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Women_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy_in_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dimasa_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dimasa_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karbi_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeme_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hmar_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kuki_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biate_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rongmei


15 
 

are Dimasa, Zeme, Hmar, Kuki, Biate, Karbi, Hrangkhol, Khasi and Khelma. The major non 

tribal languages spoken in the district are Assamese, Bengali, Nepali and Haflong Hindi (a 

speech form of Hindi). Haflong Hindi is the lingua franca in the Dima Hasao. Dima Hasao 

District is a land of sensuousness. The population of the district if of various tribes and races 

who maintain their own dialect, culture, customs and usages. Apart from various tribes, non-

tribals also account for a sizable amount of the population. They are mostly government 

employees, traders, graziers living in urban and semi-urban area. The small and serene 

villages shelter the lovely people – warm and fascinating – and as colourful as the land itself. 

In these festivals the performance of songs and dance are the main attractive items. They 

participate in their folk dances known as Darlam, Doinkini, Rochemiam and Soksollam. They 

play on their traditional musical instruments like Dar, Cheranda, Rochem, Theile etc. 

 

(ii) Agriculture in Hill Region:  

The western part of the Karbi plateau bordering Nagaon district is very fertile which 

is a rich rice and jute growing area. In the hilly areas of Karbi Anglong jhum cultivation is a 

common cultural feature and the cultivators grow rice, potato and maize in the jhum fields. 

The southern side of the Barail range is very steep due to faulting and human settlements are 

mostly found on the gentle slopes of the northern side. Generally the people practice jhum 

cultivation for rice, potato, maize at the subsistence level. Karbi Anglong ginger has been 

accorded geographical indication (GI) rights by the GI Registry of India. Karbi Anglong 

produces the "best organic ginger" in the world. Growers of Karbi Anglong produce mainly 

two varieties of ginger-Nadia with high fibre and Aizol with less or no fibre. Karbi Anglong 

ginger exists from the time of formation of the district in 1951. Ginger is grown in Singhasan 

Hills, Khonbamon area. Initiation by Ginger Growers' Cooperative Federation Ltd (GINFED) 

led to the popularity of Karbi Anglong Ginger. Ginger of Karbi Anglong is also exported to 

Germany. The average annual production of ginger in Karbi Anglong is 30,000 tonnes. About 

10,000 farmers are growing these items. About 10.5 % of total geographical area is 

dominated by agriculture. Majority of the agricultural production comes from Karbi Anglong 

district. The chief agricultural products are Boro paddy crops, rice, maize, oil seeds, pulses 

sugar cane, coffee.  

(iii) Industries in Hill Region: The hill region is very poorly industrialized as compared to 

other region of Assam. The number of registered MSME units under the Commissionerate of 

Indistries and Commerce of the region was 1203 units in the year 2010. Total number of 

registered workers in registered MSME units was 487 workers in 2010. The major industrial 

estates are Bokajan and Hamren located in Karbi Anglong district. Umrangsu is the only 

industrial area located in N. C. Hill district. The newly formed growth centres of the region 

are Bokulia, Manja, Sarihajan and Maibong. The only industrial growth centre in Dima 

Hasao is Maibong. In 2006, the Indian government named Karbi Anglong one of the 

country's 250 most backward districts (out of a total of 640). It is one of the eleven districts in 

Assam currently receiving funds from the Backward Regions Grant Fund Programme 

(BRGF). One of CCI working factory (out of three) is called Bokajan Cement Factory 

in Bokajan. Its product is exported to the whole country. There are a plenty of tea processing 

factories in the bokajan sub division. Some of these are located at Santipur and Silonijan, 

both of these two places are semi urban areas. There are several small scale industries 

involved in the rubber, mining and manufacturing industries. Lumbering and furniture 
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making industries, limestone industry, and coffee processing factories are prominent in Karbi 

Anglong. In Dima Hasao district cement industry, silk yarn manufacturing industry, 

handloom, food processing, fruit preservation industry, hydro power harnessing limestone 

industry, and tourism industry are most significant. The varied relief features of the region 

must first be evaluated in order to find out stable and non useable areas which can provide 

infrastructural base to planners. The region has potentiality for developing hydel power, agro 

based industries and tourist industry. The prospective nodal centres are Diphu, Bokajan, 

Hamren, Haflong and Maibong. Bokajan and Hamren are the leading industrial estates og 

Karbi Anglong. The mini industrial estate named Haflong is located in Dima Hasao district. 

during 2015-16, 15 industrial units are registered. Seven newly industrial growth centres 

developed in Karbi Anglong are Bokulia, Manja, Sarihajan, Diphu, Borthol, Hamren and 

Gurgaon. The hill region of Assam is industrially backward due to  its hilly and mountainous 

topography, lack of efficient means of communication with one side, lack of capital and 

enterprise, lack of proper market and also due to absence of basic raw material to heavy 

industries. 

 


